
Landmark Judgements of Constitutional Law 

1.  A.K Gopalan vs. State of Madras, 1950 

Issue 

AK Gopalan was a Communist leader who was kept in the Madras Jail in 1950 under the 

Preventive Detention Law. By writ of Habeas Corpus in accordance with Article 32 of the 

Indian Constitution Law, he tested his detainment while contending that Sections 7, 8, 10, 11, 

12, 13, and 14 of the Act abuses Articles 13, 19, and 21 of the Indian Constitution and along 

these lines, the said Act is ultra vires of the essential thing arrangements as revered under the 

Constitution of India. The solicitor further represented the issue of the Indian Constitution’s 

‘method characterized by resolution’ condition. 

The case involved the following issues: 

1. Whether section 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 are ultra-virus and violates the Art. 13, 19 

and 21. 

2. Whether article 19 and 21 are interrelated to each other in the protection of life and 

liberty. 

3. Whether the detention of the petitioner under the Preventive Detention Act, 1950 is 

illegal. 

4. Whether article 22 is the complete code in itself while dealing with preventive 

detention cases. 

Judgment 

Then again, while dismissing the applicant’s contentions, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of 

India fought that Article 22 of the Indian Constitution is an independent Code and that he was 

kept by the system set up by law. The court additionally held that if an individual’s freedom 

is removed by the State as per the system set up by law for example in the event that the 

detainment was according to the technique of law, at that point it can’t be said that it 

disregards the arrangements contained in Article 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution of India. In 

this specific case, the Supreme Court took a restricted perspective on Article 21 of the 

Constitution of India. While applying the regulation of severability, the zenith court 

pronounced segment 14 as void as it discovers it to be unconstitutional and violative of the 



key rights. Court stated the rule of system set up by law and proclaimed the use of fair 

treatment condition and worldwide common liberties contracts unimportant in Indian 

premises. Further, the court proclaimed segments 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, and 13 as intra-infection 

the constitutions, thus legitimate. At long last, the Court found that the detainment was 

legitimate and thus writ was discarded in like manner. 

2. Shankari Prasad vs. Union of India, 1952 

Issue 

In this case, the First Constitution Amendment Act, 1951 was tested on the ground that it 

abuses the Part-III of the constitution and subsequently, should be viewed as invalid. Through 

this revision act, certain laws were brought which were diminishing right to property. For this 

situation, the contention which was advanced was that according to article 13, no law can 

encroach or annul basic rights so in what capacity the constitutional correction can disregard 

it? 

Judgment 

It was held by the Apex court that the force presented by Constitution under Article 368 to 

Parliament to alter the laws is exceptionally wide and it likewise incorporates the ability to 

remove the major rights ensured under Part III of Indian Constitution. Further, the Supreme 

Court collectively held that “The expressions of article 368 are completely broad and engage 

Parliament to change the Constitution with no exemption whatever. With regards to article 

13, “law” must be interpreted as meaning principles or guidelines made in exercise of 

common authoritative force and no alterations to the Constitution made in exercise of 

constituent force, with the outcome that article 13 (2) doesn’t influence revisions made under 

article 368.” 

3. Golak Nath vs. State of Punjab, 1967 

Issue 

In this case, the Petitioner Golak Nath and his family claimed in excess of 500 sections of 

land in Punjab. Be that as it may, during then the state government made an enactment 

‘Punjab Securities and Land Tenures Act’ wherein under this Act, Golak Nath and his family 

were not permitted to keep in excess of 30 sections of land. Along these lines, Golak Nath 

recorded a writ request under Article 32 of the Indian Constitution testing the legitimacy of 



the enactment and that his fundamental right to property was being abused. The issue was 

whether the parliament has the ability to revise the fundamental rights cherished under Part 

III of the Constitution of India or not. The candidates contended that the parliament had no 

capacity to alter fundamental rights, while the respondents contended that our constitution 

was never implied as static and non-adaptable by the constitution-creators. 

Judgment 

In this case, the apex court overruled the judgment given if there should arise an occurrence 

of Sajjan Singh by most of six: five and held that the revision under Article 368 is ‘law’ 

inside the importance of Article 13(2). It was additionally governed by the Hon’ble court that 

Legislature detests the ability to revise Part III of the Constitution to remove or compress 

fundamental rights. The Supreme Court fought that Fundamental Rights are not amendable as 

expressed under Article 13 and furthermore expressed that Article 368 gives the technique to 

correct the Constitution yet doesn’t present on Parliament the ability to revise the 

Constitution. Golaknath’s dominant part see mirrors the anxiety and vulnerability in their 

psyches with respect to the then Parliament’s course. Various enactment that had in some 

affection penetrated crowded’s FR’s have been passed since the 1950 ‘s Parliament by 

summoning Article 368. The greater part was suspicious that in the event that Sajjan Singh 

remained the rule that everyone must follow, at that point a period could come when all the 

FRs received by our Constituent Assembly would be weakened and in the end stifled by 

corrections. Sajjan Singh and Shankari Prasad overruled this conceivable elimination of FR’s 

as a primary concern and dreading the possible progress of Democratic India to most of 

Totalitarian India. Consequently, to check this colourable exercise of intensity and spare 

Democracy from dictatorial actions of Parliament, the larger part held that Parliament can’t 

revise Fundamental Rights. 

4. Kesavananda Bharti Sripadagalavaru vs. State of Kerala,1973 

Issue 

One of the most praised cases ‘His Holiness Kesavnanda Bharti Sripadagalavaru versus 

Province of Kerala, 1973 as chosen by a seat of 13 adjudicators. For this situation, the apex 

court managed the issue – that whether the Parliament can correct any piece of the 

Constitution and what was the cutoff to that power? After the phenomenal judgment of 

Golaknath versus Province of Punjab, the urgent Parliament to pick up its lost 



incomparability and self-governance passed arrangement of Amendments to by implication 

overrule whatever was chosen for Golaknath’s situation. The Indira Gandhi government 

returned in the lower house with gigantic lion’s share in 1971 races and afterwards passed the 

24th Amendment in 1971, 25th Amendment in 1972 and 29th Amendment in 1972. 

Judgment 

The seat by most of 7:6 overruled the dispute of the recommendation of law propounded in 

Golak Nath versus the State of Punjab, 1967 and held that Constitutional revision isn’t ‘law’ 

inside the importance of Article 13 and that however no piece of the Constitution, including 

Part III involving fundamental rights, was past the correcting power, the essential structure of 

the Constitution couldn’t be annulled even by the constitutional change. It was battled that 

what respects the fundamental structure, it will be chosen from case to case. Consequently, it 

was held that the Judiciary can strike down a revision passed by the Parliament that 

contentions with the fundamental structure of the Constitution. The court maintained the 

whole 24th Constitutional (Amendment) Act, 1971, while the initial segment of the 25th 

Constitutional (Amendment) Act, 1972 intra vires and a second piece of the ultra vires act, 

was found. The court that grasped social designing and gauged the interests of the two 

defendants held that neither one of the parliaments has the ability to weaken the 

Constitution’s Basic Structure, nor would it be able to renounce the command to make a 

government assistance state and an impartial society. In Golaknath, the court found that the 

response to the issue was left unanswered. How much the intensity of Parliament is revised. 

Regulation OF BASIC STRUCTURE was the reaction which the court deducted. 

This teaching suggests that however, Parliament has the privilege to change the whole 

Constitution yet subject to the condition that they can’t in any way meddle with the highlights 

so fundamental to this Constitution that without them it would be spiritless. To comprehend 

the embodiment of this precept it is of significance to comprehend Hegde and Mukherjeajj, 

who as they would like to think have perfectly clarified this Doctrine. As they would see it 

Indian Constitution is definitely not a simple political report rather it is a social record 

dependent on a social way of thinking. 

 

 

 



 

5. Indira Gandhi vs. Raj Narain, 1975 

Issue 

It was the milestone case that made history and prompted the burden of Emergency in India 

from 1975 to 1977. The case scrutinized the forces of the legal executive, an exhibit of how 

Parliament anticipated that the legal executive should bow down before them. Parliament 

attempted to build up its incomparability over the span of this case however set up by the 

legal executive. This case addressed so numerous necessary parts of the Constitution, for 

example, its Basic structure, intensity of ward of courts, division of three organs of the 

express that are: Legislative, leader and legal executive, elements of Legislature, the option to 

free and reasonable races, rule of law and legal survey and ultimately, political equity. 

In the 1971 Lok Sabha General Elections, Raj Narain was the political hopeful against Indira 

Gandhi for the Rae Bareilly Constituency. Indira Gandhi won the political decision and 

Congress, with a broad larger part, won the House. After the result of the decisions, 

notwithstanding, Raj Narain recorded an appeal under the steady gaze of Allahabad High 

Court claiming that Election malpractices had been done by Indira Gandhi. Accordingly, on 

12 June 1975, under Justice Jagmohanlal Sinha, the High Court of Allahabad saw Indira 

Gandhi as blameworthy of abusing state apparatus u/s – 123(7) of the Representative of 

Peoples Act, 1951. The court accordingly decided that Indira Gandhi can’t fill in as the 

country’s PM and that she couldn’t run in decisions for an additional six years. Distressed by 

this choice, Indira Gandhi went to the Supreme Court to request this judgment of the 

Allahabad High Court. Nonetheless, by then, SC was on leave and allowed a contingent 

remains on execution on 24 June 1975. Afterwards, the Supreme Court requested the 

gatherings to show up before it on 11 August 1975 while giving contingent remain, yet on 10 

August 1975 the President of Emergency-stricken India passed the 39th Constitutional 

(Amendment) Act, 1971 by embeddings Article 329-A to completely ban the Supreme 

Court’s ward from engaging the issue. This revision made it baseless in the courts to choose 

the President, Prime Minister, Vice-President and Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

Judgment 

The Supreme Court of India applied the hypothesis of essential structure and appropriately 

struck down Clause (4) of Article 329-A which was embedded by the 39th Amendment in 



1975 on the grounds that it is past the Parliament’s correcting power, as it demolishes the 

fundamental structure of the Indian Constitution. Indira Gandhi subsequent to being seen as 

liable of utilizing degenerate practices for political decision by the Allahabad High Court, 

made a few revisions to the Constitution which at last eliminated all the grounds on which 

she was charged blameworthy, she was in this manner absolved by a five-judge seat of the 

Supreme court. 

On 7 November 1975, the court gave its decision. This was the main situation when the 

supreme court applied the milestone choice of Kesavananda Bharti while maintaining the 

applicant’s case and administered Article 329A’s upbraided Clause 4 as unconstitutional. 

Equity Yeshwant Vishnu Chandrachud said that the alteration was discovered to be infringing 

upon the Separation of Power idea as it painstakingly moved an unadulterated legal function 

under the control of the council. In addition, it was sure that the alteration was additionally 

infringing upon Article 14, as it made an unjustifiable function for singular individuals 

against others. 

6. Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India, 1978 

Issue 

In this case, the view communicated including Article 21 in A.K. Gopalan’s case was 

returned to the following 28 years. The fundamental issue included was whether the option to 

travel to another country is a piece of individual freedom under Article 21 and whether the 

Passport Act recommends a ‘methodology’ as needed by Article 21 of the Constitution. 

Identification Act, 1967 engages the specialists to seize the visa of the certain individual if 

such action is important in light of a legitimate concern for power and uprightness of India, 

the security of India, inviting relations of India with any outside nation, or overall population. 

The reasons of such impoundment are additionally to be imparted the influenced party 

anyway in light of a legitimate concern for the overall population these reasons can be 

retained. In the prompt case, the experts on July fourth 1977 gave a notification of 

impoundment of the visa of Petitioner who was a referred to writer referring to reasons as in 

light of a legitimate concern for the overall population. When the candidate got the 

notification of such seize, she returned to the specialists asking for explicit nitty-gritty 

explanations behind what reason her identification will be appropriated. The specialists 

nonetheless, addressed that the reasons are not to be indicated in light of a legitimate concern 

for the overall population. In this way, the applicant moved toward Supreme Court u/a 32 for 



the authorization of Fundamental Right referenced u/a 14 against the discretionary action of 

the specialists. Following were the issues brought by up in the current case: 

Is there any nexus between the arrangements referenced under Articles 14, 19 and 21? 

Extent of “Technique Established by Law.” 

Regardless of whether option to travel abroad lives in Article 21. 

Regardless of whether an authoritative law that removes Right to life is sensible. 

Judgment 

It was battled by the apex court that the option to travel to another country is a piece of the 

privilege to individual freedom under Article 21 and furthermore decided that simple 

presence of an empowering law was insufficient to control individual freedom. The technique 

as indicated by the Hon’ble court must be ‘reasonable, just and sensible, not whimsical, harsh 

or subjective’. Further, the court held that segment 10(3)(c) of Passport act, 1967 is void 

since it disregards article 14 of Indian constitution since it gives the unclear and vague 

capacity to the identification authority. it is violative of Article 14 of the Constitution since it 

doesn’t accommodate an open door for the abused party to be heard. It was likewise held 

violative of Article 21 since it doesn’t avow to “strategy” as referenced in the provision, and 

the current technique performed was the absolute worst one. The Court, nonetheless, shunned 

passing any conventional answer on the issue and decided that the visa would stay with the 

specialists till they consider fit. 

7. Minerva Mills Case, 1980 

Issue 

Minerva Mills in the territory of Karnataka was a material industry associated with the large 

scale manufacturing of silk garments and furthermore gave the overall population a market. 

Nonetheless, the Central government was dubious that the business met the standards to be 

characterized as a debilitated industry. In 1970, the Central Govt comprised a Committee U/s 

15 of the Industries (Development and Regulation) Act, 1951 to create a full definite report 

inspecting Minerva Mills’ undertakings. Consequently, on 19 October 1971, the Central 

Government depending on the Committee’s assessment, engaged a National Textile 



Corporation Limited (a substance under the 1951 Act) to assume control over the 

administration of Minerva Mills u/s 18A of the 1951 Act. 

Nonetheless, the applicant couldn’t challenge the part of the 39th Constitutional 

(Amendment) Act, 1975, since the Parliament had before embedded Nationalization Act, 

1974 into the Ninth Schedule which implies that any test on the said act was outside the 

domain of legal audit, and this cure was banished by 42nd Amendment. Subsequently, the 

fundamental issue for this situation was to check the constitutionality of the 42nd 

Constitutional (Amendment) Act, 1976. 

Judgment 

For this situation, the Supreme Court‘s judgment was a choice that magnificently and gladly 

reaffirmed the matchless quality of the fundamental system of our Constitution. The 

judgment was given when the world’s biggest popular government had recently risen up out 

of the shackles of the famous Emergency, and courtesy of the ADM Jabalpur choice, the 

legal executive was at its breaking point. For this situation, the Validity of Constitution under 

the 42nd amendment which was bury alia accommodated the prohibition of legal audit of 

constitutional changes and explicitly gave limitless revision capacity to the Parliament was 

tested as it was viewed as that they are violative of the fundamental structure of the 

Constitution. 

The Court again for this situation by most of 4: 1 struck down provisos (4) and (5) of Article 

368 holding that they disregarded the fundamental structure of the Constitution. It was held 

by the Hon’ble court that since the Parliaments power is restricted with respect to the changes 

they can make, in this judgment likewise it was held that the Constitution is supreme and not 

the Parliament. The court held that the recently presented Clause 4 and 5 were actually 

embedded to bar the courts to engage any test on the topic of the legitimacy of the 

constitutional revisions. 

“Our Constitution is established on a pleasant overall influence among the three wings of the 

state specifically the Legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary. It is the capacity of the 

Judges nay their obligation to articulate upon the legitimacy of laws,” attested the court. 

 

 



8. IR Coelho Case 2007 

Issue 

This consistent judgment given by a 9-judge seat drove by Chief Justice Sabharwal is 

otherwise called the Ninth Schedule Case. This judgment maintained the legitimacy of the 

Doctrine of Basic Structure proposed on account of Kesavananda Bharti. The fundamental 

inquiry under the watchful eye of the Court was whether it was passable for Parliament, 

based on the convention of the essential structure, to embed laws into the Ninth Schedule 

after the Kesavananda Bharati case to deliver them safe from legal audit. It is imperative to 

make reference to here that since the Ninth Schedule was presented, different components of 

agrarian change enactment were put in it, however with the coming of time, different bits of 

enactment were subjectively and aimlessly positioned in the Ninth Schedule to make them 

safe from legal audit, regardless of the fact that the vast majority of them had nothing to do 

with the agrarian or the socio-economy changes. 

Along these lines, the fundamental inquiry chose for this situation was whether on and after 

24/4/1923 (Kesavananda Bharti’s judgment), when the teaching of the essential structure was 

proposed in the State of Kerala, it was admissible for the parliament under Article 31-B to 

inoculate laws by embeddings them into the ninth timetable and accordingly outside the 

domain of the courts and, provided that this is true, what was its impact on the intensity of 

legal survey of the court. 

Judgment 

The Apex Court while recognizing the legal command identifying with the precept of the 

essential structure and the intensity of legal audit, held that after 24 April 1973, the laws set 

down in the Ninth Schedule would not appreciate full insusceptibility, however that the court 

would analyze the nature and degree of the encroachment of a fundamental right by a rule. 

Further, the court likewise affirmed that the constitutional legitimacy of the laws of the ninth 

timetable could be dictated by applying the immediate trial of impact and impact, for 

example the trial of rights, which necessitates that the determinative factor isn’t the type of a 

law, however its impact. The court must choose whether this obstruction is defended and if 

the essential structure is disregarded. As expressed, the court’s job is “to decide if attack was 

vital by the court and, provided that this is true, how much.” This position at that point serves 

to move the assurance of the requirement for the law from the Parliament to the courts for 



choice. It likewise permits the courts the adaptability of both the rights test and the pith of 

rights test in managing the legitimacy of such cases. 

9. Shayara Bano vs. Union of India and Ors. ,2017 

Issue 

For this situation, the applicant, Shayara Bano was hitched for a very long time. 

Notwithstanding, in 2016, her better half separated from her through talaq–e-bidat (triple 

talaq), an Islamic practice that licenses men to self-assertively and singularly impacts 

moment and permanent separation by articulating the word ‘talaq’ multiple times without a 

moment’s delay in oral, composed or, all the more as of late, electronic structure. The 

candidate contended under the watchful eye of the apex court that the three practices for 

example triple talaq, polygamy, and nikah halala (the practice expecting ladies to wedding 

and separation another man with the goal that her past spouse can re-wed her after triple 

talaq) – were unconstitutional. She further contended that they abused a few fundamental 

rights under the Constitution of India for example Articles 14 (correspondence under the 

watchful eye of the law), 15(1) (disallowance of segregation remembering for the ground of 

sex), 21 (right to life) and 25 (opportunity of religion). The request likewise featured 

concerning how these conventional practices of Islamic men block the Muslim Women’s 

rights too. 

Judgment 

The court with a 3:2 proportion, where the greater part held that the practice of Triple Talaq 

is unconstitutional and abuses Muslim ladies’ fundamental rights. It found that Triple Talaq 

practice isn’t basic to religion. Subsequently, as indicated by the larger part, it was held that 

under Article 25 of the Indian Constitution, triple talaq was not to be ensured as it’s anything 

but a fundamental component of the religion. In fact, this is viewed as a wicked practice by 

the Hanafi school of Muslims. Further, it was mollified by the apex court that this type of 

Talaq is discretionary and disregards the fundamental rights as cherished under Article 14 of 

the Indian Constitution. In this manner, it is censured. 

 

 

 



10. Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India,2018 

Issue 

The constitutional legitimacy of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (Section 377) 

was the focal issue of the case, insofar as it applied to the consensual sexual conduct of 

grown-ups of a similar sex in private. Segment 377 was named ‘Unnatural Offenses’ and 

expressed that ‘any individual who deliberately has fleshly intercourse with any man, lady or 

creature against the request for nature will be rebuffed with life detainment or detainment of 

one or the other portrayal for a term of as long as ten years, and will likewise be obligated to 

a fine.’ 

Judgment 

The moment case as conveyed by a five-judge seat gave a noteworthy choice on Section 377 

of Indian Penal Code, which decriminalized homosexuality. It was fought by the Apex court 

that the current arrangement u/s 377 of the Indian Penal Code condemns sexual acts of 

grown-ups in private for example condemns gay intercourse, it was held that it is violative of 

Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 of Indian Constitution. 

It was expressed by the Hon’ble court that since fundamental rights are the essential structure 

and whatever other arrangement which abuses the arrangements under Part III will be 

considered to be ultra-vires and consequently Section 377 was given constitutional ethical 

quality and homosexuality was decriminalized as needs be. 

Further, the Supreme Court turned around the Delhi High Court decision in 2013 in it Suresh 

Koushal judgment and held that the choice of decriminalizing homosexuality must be 

finished by the Parliament and not the Court. It likewise held that Section 377 condemns 

certain acts and no specific class of individuals. It likewise implied the infinitesimal number 

of individuals who were individuals from the LGBTI people group and the fact that lone a 

fraction among them had been indicted under Section 377. Consequently, on sixth 

September, 2018 the five-judge Bench incompletely struck down Section 377 of the Indian 

Penal Code, decriminalizing same-sex relations between consenting grown-ups. LGBT 

people are presently lawfully permitted to participate in consensual intercourse. The Court 

has maintained arrangements in Section 377 that condemn non-consensual acts or sexual acts 

performed on animals. 


